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RE Progression Grid

	The progression grid outlines the specific knowledge which pupils are expected to learn in each phase, over a two year cycle, along with the specific vocabulary which supports this understanding. 

	Why people are special in religions and how this influences how people worship today.

	Skills
	At Key Stage One:
Explore and understand the teachings of Islam and how they worship.

Explore and understand the teachings of Judaism and how they worship.

	At Lower Key Stage Two:
Explore why Jesus is important to some people.

Examine the teachings of different religions regarding what is right and wrong.

	At Upper Key Stage Two:
Examine the teachings of Jesus and wether these teachings can be applied to life today.

Explore the key messages of Christians and Humanists and compare.


	Significance of sacred places

	Skills
	At Key Stage One:
Examine what makes places sacred.

	At Lower Key Stage Two:
Understand why and where people pray with a focus on Islam, Hinduism and Christianity to compare. 

	At Upper Key Stage Two:
Focus on sacred places in all religions covered and ebate the question ‘If God is everywhere, why go to a place of worship?’.


	Special times of year and how different religions choose to celebrate

	Skills
	At Key Stage One:
Examine how and why we celebrate sacred times of the year in Christianity, Islam and Judaism.


	At Lower Key Stage Two:
Understand why festivals are important in religion with a focus on all religions previously covered.

Understand what is meant by life as a journey for different religions and compare similarities and differences.

	At Upper Key Stage Two:
Explore how different religions can express their beliefs through the arts.


	Faith communities and what it means for different religions in Britain today

	Skills
	At Key Stage One:
Explore what it means to be part of a faith community.


	At Lower Key Stage Two:
Examine what it means to be a Christian in Britain today with reference to other religions for comparison.

Examine what it means to be a Hindu in Britain today.

	At Upper Key Stage Two:
Examine what it means to be a Muslim in Britain today.


	Sacred texts and what they can teach us about living a good life

	Skills
	At Key Stage One:
Combine knowledge of Christianity, Judaism and Islam to examine sacred books.

Explore how religions view the world (focus on Christianity and Judaism but other religons can be used where appropriate) and understand why it is important to care for the world.

	At Lower Key Stage Two:
Understand why the Bible is important to Christians through analysing stories in the Bible.



	At Upper Key Stage Two:
Explore how religions such as Islam, Christianity, Hindus and Humanists (non-religious views) respond when life gets difficult.

Examine different religious views of how we should care for eachother (Chrsitianity, Hinduism and Islam).



	Overarching ‘Tier 2’ RE Vocabulary

	Topic Vocabulary
	At Key Stage One:


	At Lower Key Stage Two:

ALL WORDS AT KS1 and: 


	At Upper Key Stage Two:
ALL WORDS AT KS1, LKS2 and:











	Cycle One – Autumn Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Autumn 1-   1.1: Who is a Christian and what do they believe?

Autumn 2-   1.6: How and why do we celebrate special and sacred times? (Christianity with links to Christmas)
	Autumn 1-      L2.1: What do different people believe about God?

Autumn 2-    L2.7: What does it mean to be a Christian in Britain today? - Link to Christmas is appropriate.
	Autumn 1-      U2.2 What would Jesus do? Can we live by the values of Jesus in the twenty-first century?
Autumn 2-      U2.3 What do religions say to us when life gets hard?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.1
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
1.1
Miracle
Worship
God
Creator
Bible
Christian
Neighbour (as taught in the Bible)
Temptation
1.6
Sacred
Festival
Holy
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
1.1
Old Testament
New Testament
Parable
Holy Trinity

1.6
Easter
Good Friday
Palm Sunday
Crucifixion 
Disciples
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
L2.1
Metaphor
Creator
Preserver


L2.7
Community
Faith
Worship
God
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
L2.1
Father
Son 
Holy Spirit
Allah
Qur’an
Prophet
Trimurti

L2.7

Muslim
Buddhist
Sikh
Christian
Hymn

	Tier 2 Vocabulary

U2.2
Moral dilemma
Mission

U2.3
Afterlife
Judgement


	Tier 3 Vocabulary

U2.2
Incarnation
Salvation
Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Ash Wednesday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Reincarnation
Self-sacrificial love

U2.3
Karma
Soul
Moksha
Barzakh






	Cycle One – Spring Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Spring 1-      1.2: Who is a Muslim and what do they believe?
Spring 2-      1.3: Who Jewish and what do they believe?
	Spring 1-    L2.3: Why is Jesus inspiring to some people?

Spring 2-    L2.4: Why do people pray?
	Spring 1 and 2-      U2.7 What matters most to Christians and to Humanists?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.2   	
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	L2.3
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
1.2
Belief 
Faith
Celebrate
Muslim
Islam
1.3
Belief 
Faith
Celebrate
Jewish

	Tier 3 Vocabulary
1.2
Allah
Eid-ul-Fitr
Ramadan
Qur’an
Prophet
1.3
Shabbat
Chanukah
Shema
Mezuzah
Star of David
Synagogue 
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
L2.3
Inspirational
Gratitude
Sacrifice

L2.4
Bible
Pray
Confession
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
L2.3
‘The Fall’
Incarnation
Salvation
Holy Week
Palm Sunday
Ash Wednesday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Surah
L2.4
Qur’an
Church
Mosque
Synagogue
Shrine
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Justice
Morals
Tolerance
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Code for living
Humanist
‘The Fall’
The Ten Commandments





	Cycle One – Summer Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Summer 1 and 2-   1.5: What makes some places sacred?

	Summer 1 and 2-       L2.6: Why do some people think that life is a journey? What significant experiences mark this?
	Summer 1 and 2-     U2.8 What difference does it make to believe in Ahimsa (harmlessness), Grace (the generosity of God), and Ummah (community)?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.5
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Sacred
Holy
Belief
Worship
Pray

	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Church
Lectern
Communion 
Mosque
Mihrab 
Synagogue
Torah
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Ceremony
Commitment
Community
Belief
Milestones

	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Bat and Bar Mitzvah 
Ritual
Faith Community
Baptism
Purifying
Reincarnation


	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Community
Principles
Commitment


	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Ahimsa
Sewa
Grace
Ummah
Zakat
Hajj







	Cycle Two – Autumn Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Autumn 1 and 2-     1.7: What does it mean to belong to a faith community?
	Autumn 1-     L2.2: Why is the Bible important to Christians
Autumn 2-     L2.5: Why are festivals important to religious communities?
	Autumn 1-    U2.1: Why do some people believe God exists?

Autumn 2-     U2.4: If God is everywhere, why go to a place of worship?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.7
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	L2.2
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary

Community
Faith
Blessing
Symbolise
Ceremony
	Tier 3 Vocabulary

Baptism
Muslim
Muhammad
Ka’aba
Allah
Buddhist
Sikh
Christian
Rosary
Chuppah
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
L2.2
Wisdom
Belief



L2.5
Sacred
Festival
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
L2.2
Apostles
Guru
Psalm

L2.5
Harvest
Pentecost
Sukkot
Christmas
Diwali
Eid
Pesach
Rosh Hashanah
Yom Kippur
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
U2.1
Faith
Fact
Belief
Opinion
Disprove
Virtues

U2.4
Worship
Sacred
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
U2.1
Atheist
Agnostic
Theist
Evolution


U2.4
Anglican
Baptist
Mandir
Community
Synagogue
Mosque







	Cycle Two – Spring Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Spring 1-    1.6: How and why do we celebrate special and sacred times? (Other religions) (Easter, Eid, Ramadan)
Spring 2-       1.4: What can we learn from sacred books?
	Spring 1 and 2-     L2.8: What does it mean to be a Hindu in Britain today?
	Spring 1 and 2-    U2.5: Is it better to express your religion in arts and architecture or in charity and generosity?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.6
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
1.6
Sacred
Festival
Holy

1.4
Faith
Sacred
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	Tier 3 Vocabulary
1.6
Pentecost
Sukkot
Diwali
Eid
Passover (Pesach)
Seder plate

1.4
Bible
Parable
Qur’an
Tenakh
Torah
Moses
Ten Commandments
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Faith
Belief 
Duty
Aim
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Ritual
Aarti
Moksha
Karma
Reincarnation

	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Belief 
Scriptures
Charity 
Generosity
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Geometrical art 
Representational art
Cathedral
Mosque
Architecture 






	Cycle Two – Summer Term

	
	Key Stage One
	Lower Key Stage Two
	Upper Key Stage Two

	
	Summer 1 and 2-    1.8: How should we care for others and the world, and why does it matter?
	Summer 1 and 2-     L2.9: What can we learn from religions about deciding what is right and wrong?
	Summer 1 and 2-     U2.6 What does it mean to be a Muslim in Britain today?

	Wider Knowledge
	1.8
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	Topic Vocabulary
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Faith
Community
Parable


	Tier 3 Vocabulary
‘Golden rule’
Bible
Genesis
Qur’an
Tenakh
Torah
	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Parable
Justify
Peacemakers
Conscience 
Temptation
	Tier 3 Vocabulary
The Golden Rule
The Ten Commandments
Torah
Beatitudes
Humanist



	Tier 2 Vocabulary
Prophet
Holy
Belief

	Tier 3 Vocabulary
Five Pillars of Islam 

Ibadah (worship and belief in action). 
Shahadah (belief in one God and his Prophet) 
Salat (daily prayer) 
Sawm (fasting) 
Zakat (alms giving) 
Hajj (pilgrimage) 

Qur’an
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Describe some things we cannot see but do
believe in.

Give simple reasons for their own ideas and
metaphors about God.

Consider questions such as: what is God
like? If God is invisible, can we imagine
what God is like?

Give simple reasons for their own views
and ideas about God.

Think of reasons why some people believe
in God and some do not.

Discover what Christians mean when they
say ‘Father, Son and Holy Spirit’ for God
Describe some simple Muslim beliefs about
God based on 12 of the 99 Names of Allah
Describe the Shahadah, the Muslim
statement of faith in one God

Describe the symbolism of Hindu murtis /
statues of the gods and goddesses.
Describe what Hindu people say about God
(Ultimate Reality) and about their gods and
goddesses.

Know some of the artefacts religious people
might use when they talk to God or pray.
Understand that prayer is a way religious
believers believe they can communicate
with God.

Consider questions such as ‘Why is it hard
to talk about God?”

Describe, with examples, the influence
believing in God has on the lives of
believers.
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Describe some examples of what Christians do
to show their faith, and make connections with
some Christian beliefs and teachings (A1).
Describe some ways in which Christian express
their faith through hymns and modern worship
songs (A2).

Suggest at least two reasons why being a
Christian is a good thing in Britain today, and
two reasons why it might be hard sometimes
(B2).

Discuss links between the actions of Christians
in helping others and ways in which people of
other faiths and beliefs, including pupils
themselves, help others (C2).
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Outline Jesus’ teaching on how his
followers should live (A2).

Offer interpretations of two of Jesus’
parables and say what they might teach
Christians about how to live (B3).

Explain the impact Jesus’ example and
teachings might have on Christians today
(B1).

Express their own understanding of what
Jesus would do in relation to a moral
dilemma from the world today (C3).
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Express ideas about how and why religion
can help believers when times are hard,
giving examples (B2).

Outline Christian, Hindu and/or
nonreligious beliefs about life after death
(A1).

Explain some similarities and differences
between beliefs about life after death
(B2).

Explain some reasons why Christians and
Humanists have different ideas about an
afterlife (B3).
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Talk about some simple ideas about
Muslim beliefs about God, making
links with some of the 99 Names of
Allah (A1).

Re-tell a story about the life of the
Prophet Muhammad (A2).
Recognise some objects used by
Muslims and suggest why they are
important (A2).

Identify some ways Muslims mark
Ramadan and celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr
and how this might make them feel
(B1).

Find out about and respond with
ideas to examples of cooperation
between people who are different
(c2).
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Talk about how the mezuzah in
the home reminds Jewish
people about God (A3).

Talk about how Shabbat is a
special day of the week for
Jewish people, and give some
examples of what they might do
to celebrate Shabbat (B1).
Re-tell a story that shows what
Jewish people at the festival of
Chanukah might think about
God, suggesting what it means
(A2).
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Make connections between some of
Jesus’ teachings and the way
Christians live today (A1).

Describe how Christians celebrate
Holy Week and Easter Sunday (A1).
Identify the most important parts of
Easter for Christians and say why they
are important (B1).

Give simple definitions of some key
Christian terms (e.g. gospel,
incarnation, salvation) and illustrate
them with events from Holy Week
and Easter (A2).
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Describe the practice of prayer in the
religions studied (A2).

Make connections between what
people believe about prayer and
what they do when they pray (A3).
Describe ways in which prayer can
comfort and challenge believers
(B2).

Describe and comment on
similarities and differences between
how Christians, Muslims and Hindus
pray (B3).




image13.png
Describe what Christians mean about
humans being made in the image of God
and being ‘fallen’, giving examples (A2).
Describe some Christian and Humanist
values simply (B3).

Express their own ideas about some big
moral concepts, such as fairness or honesty
comparing them with the ideas of others
they have studied (C3).

Suggest reasons why it might be helpful to
follow a moral code and why it might be
difficult, offering different points of view
(B2).
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Identify special objects and symbols
found in a place where people worship
and be able to say something about what
they mean and how they are used (A3).
Talk about ways in which stories, objects,
symbols and actions used in churches,
mosques and/or synagogues show what
people believe (B2).
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Suggest why some people see life as a
journey and identify some of the key
milestones on this journey (A2).

Describe what happens in Christian, Jewish,
and/or Hindu ceremonies of commitment
and say what these rituals mean (A3).
Suggest reasons why marking the milestones
of life are important to Christians, Hindus
and/or Jewish people (B2).

Link up some questions and answers about
how believers show commitment with their
own ideas about community, belonging and
belief (C1).
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Make connections between beliefs and
behaviour in different religions (A1).

Make connections between belief in ahimsa,
grace and Ummah, teachings and sources of
wisdom in the three religions (A1).

Outline the challenges of being a Hindu, Christian
or Muslim in Britain today (B2).

Consider similarities and differences between
beliefs and behaviour in different faiths (B3).
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Recognise and name some symbols of belonging
from their own experience, for Christians and at
least one other religion, suggesting what these
might mean and why they matter to believers
(A3).

Give an account of what happens at a traditional
Christian infant baptism /dedication and suggest
what the actions and symbols mean (A1).

Identify two ways people show they belong to
each other when they get married (A1).

Respond to examples of co-operation between
different people (C2)
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Make connections between
stories in the Bible and what
Christians believe about
creation, the Fall and
salvation (A2).

Give examples of how and
suggest reasons why
Christians use the Bible today
(B1).

Describe some ways
Christians say God is like,
with examples from the
Bible, using different forms
of expression (Al).

Discuss their own and others’
ideas about why humans do
bad things and how people
try to put things right (C3).
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Make connections between stories, symbols and
beliefs with what happens in at least two festivals
(A2).

Ask questions and give ideas about what matters
most to believers in festivals (e.g. Easter, Eid) (B2).
Identify similarities and differences in the way
festivals are celebrated within and between
religions (A3).

Explore and suggest ideas about what is worth
celebrating and remembering in religious
communities and in their own lives (C1).
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Outline clearly a Christian
understanding of what God is
like, using examples and
evidence (A2).

Give examples of ways in which
believing in God is valuable in
the lives of Christians, and ways
in which it can be challenging
(B2).

Express thoughtful ideas about
the impact of believing or not
believing in God on someone’s
life (B1).

Present different views on why
people believe in God or not,
including their own ideas (C1).
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Make connections between how believers feel
about places of worship in different traditions
(A3).

Select and describe the most important
functions of a place of worship for the
community (B3).

Give examples of how places of worship support
believers in difficult times, explaining why this
matters to believers (B2).

Present ideas about the importance of people in
a place of worship, rather than the place itself
(c1).
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Identify some ways Christians celebrate
Christmas/Easter/Harvest/Pentecost and some
ways a festival is celebrated in another religion (A1).
Re-tell stories connected with Christmas/
Easter/Harvest/Pentecost and a festival in another
religion and say why these are important to
believers (A2).

Ask questions and suggest answers about stories to
do with Christian festivals and a story from a festival
in another religion (B1).

Collect examples of what people do, give, sing,
remember or think about at the religious
celebrations studied, and say why they matter to
believers (C1).
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Independently give reasons why a
holy book is considered to be “holy’.
(A2)

Re-tell The Lost Sheep; suggest the
meaning(s) of this story (A2).
Re-tell the story of the Exodus (A2).
Identify and talk about the meaning
of at least two teachings of Jesus,
recognising that they come from
the Christian tradition (A2).
Suggest a meaning for the story
of Prophet Muhammad and the
Black Stone (A2)

Re-tell Jonah, a story from the Bible
and other holy texts; suggest the
meaning of this story (A2).

Suggest answers to questions
arising from the story of Jonah (C1).
Ask and suggest answers to
questions arising from The Lost
Sheep (C1).

Talk about issues of good and bad,
right and wrong arising from the
teachings (C3).

Talk about issues of good and bad,
right and wrong arising from the
story of The Exodus and the Ten
Commandments (C3).

Recognise that sacred texts contain
stories which are special to many
people and should be treated with
respect (B3).

Notice and respond sensitively to
how people from different faiths
still tell the story of Jonah today
(B3)
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Describe some examples of what Hindus do to show
their faith, and make connections with some Hindu
beliefs and teachings about aims and duties in life (A1).

Describe some ways in which Hindus express their faith
through puja, aarti and bhajans (A2).

Suggest at least two reasons why being a Hindu is a
good thing in Britain today, and two reasons why it
might be hard sometimes (B2).

Discuss links between the actions of Hindus in helping
others and ways in which people of other faiths and
beliefs, including pupils themselves, help others (C2).
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Describe and make connections between
examples of religious creativity (buildings and
art) (A1).

Show understanding of the value of sacred
buildings and art (B3).

Suggest reasons why some believers see
generosity and charity as more important
than buildings and art (B2).

Apply ideas about values and from scriptures
to the title question (C2).
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Re-tell Bible stories and stories from another faith
about caring for others and the world (A2).

Identify ways that some people make a response to
God by caring for others and the world (B1).

Talk about issues of good and bad, right and wrong
arising from the stories (C3).

Talk about some texts from different religions that
promote the ‘Golden Rule’, and think about what
would happen if people followed this idea more
(c2)

Use creative ways to express their own ideas about
the creation story and what it says about what God
is like (C1).
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Give examples of rules for living from religions and
suggest ways in which they might help believers
with difficult decisions (B1).

Make connections between stories of temptation
and why people can find it difficult to be good
(A2).

Give examples of ways in which some inspirational
people have been guided by their religion (B1).

Discuss their own and others’ ideas about how
people decide right and wrong (C3).
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Make connections between
Muslim practice of the Five
Pillars and their beliefs about
God and the Prophet
Muhammad (A2).

Describe and reflect on the
significance of the Holy Qur’an
to Muslims (B1).

Describe the forms of guidance
a Muslim uses and compare
them to forms of guidance
experienced by the pupils (A2).
Make connections between the
key functions of the mosque
and the beliefs of Muslims (A1).
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Talk about some simple ideas
about Christian beliefs about
God and Jesus (A1).

Re-tell a story that shows what
Christians might think about
God, in words, drama and
pictures, suggesting what it
means (A2).

Talk about issues of good and
bad, right and wrong arising
from the stories (C3).

Ask some questions about
believing in God and offer some
ideas of their own (C1).
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Identify some ways Christians celebrate
Christmas/Easter/Harvest/Pentecost and some
ways a festival is celebrated in another religion (A1).
Re-tell stories connected with Christmas/
Easter/Harvest/Pentecost and a festival in another
religion and say why these are important to
believers (A2).

Ask questions and suggest answers about stories to
do with Christian festivals and a story from a festival
in another religion (B1).

Collect examples of what people do, give, sing,
remember or think about at the religious
celebrations studied, and say why they matter to
believers (C1).
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Know some of the artefacts religious people.
might use when they talk to God or pray.
‘Understand that prayer s a way relgious
believers believe they can communicate
with God.

Consider questions such as Why i it hard
totalk about God?”

Describe, with examples, the influence
believing n God has on the ives of
believers.




